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Text: Matthew 28:1-10

It will not come as a surprise to some of you that I am not a morning person. It’s not that I don’t value the glory of the rising of the sun and the dawning of the day. But my warm bed and the snare of sleep keep me down most days. I do remember one wonderful Easter when I participated in a sunrise service on an acreage on the outskirts of Granville, Ohio. From a sheltered area overlooking green fields and a sparkling pond, we watched the sun rise through the morning mist as the Presbyterian pastor read e. e. cummings beautiful poem that begins, 

i thank You God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes

It was a mystical morning now stuck lovingly in my memory, a day when it was well worth showing up quite early in the day. A new day was dawning.

But generally, I can’t say I identify with these two women, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, probably Jesus’ mother, who kept vigil at the tomb as the first day of a new week was dawning. Yet there they were, waiting for who knows what. New Testament scholar Holly Hearon writes, “We tend to assume that when the women came to the tomb, they were completely unprepared for what they encountered. But this isn’t the way Matthew tells the story. In fact, Matthew takes great pains to suggest that the women are waiting and watching with a sense of anticipation” (Holly Hearon, “Commentary on Matthew 28:1-10,” https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/easter-matthew/commentary-on-matthew-281-10). Waiting and watching with a sense of anticipation. With bated breath and hopeful wonder, they were present at the tomb to see what came next. Unlike the women in the other gospels, Matthew does not say they had gone as early as possible, after the end of the sabbath, to do the work of properly anointing Jesus’ body. They were there for other reasons.

Hearon makes it clear that these two are among a group of women who accompanied Jesus and the other disciples and, in fact, provided for them throughout their time together. These were faithful followers, disciples in their own right. Hearon writes, “[These] women, then, are not latter-day tag-alongs. They have been intimately bound to Jesus, from the very first days in Galilee, and in following him have pursued the path of discipleship that Jesus’ himself models.”

She speculates that these two may have been paying attention when Jesus told the disciples more than once that he would die and be raised on the third day. The two Marys had heard something in those words that led them to the tomb that morning in anticipation that something might happen. They did not know what, but they had heard a promise in Jesus’ words. They wanted to see how it might be fulfilled. They appear to have held hope that Jesus’ words would be true.

And they were not disappointed. As they approached the tomb suddenly there was a violent shaking of the earth and the great sealing stone was rolled aside by an angel in radiant garment. The soldiers guarding the tomb were shocked into a catatonic state. The angel sat on the stone and delivered the good news to the shaken but very attentive women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were richly rewarded for their faithful attendance at the tomb eagerly anticipating what was to be revealed on that first Easter morning – “He is not here, for he has been raised.” Because they were there in hope that Jesus’ words were true, they were the first to hear this good news. Filled with awe and joy, they were sent to share that good news and again they were faithful in their calling to spread that news.

Like them, may we, who have heard their good news and known the presence of the risen Christ in our own lives be faithful in spreading that news because we know he is not here in any settled sense but is always out front, going before us in the cultivation of and building up of God’s Beloved Community. This was their gift and their calling and is now ours. It’s the dawning of a new day. Amen.
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